DGI(3

DenverGay&LesbianChamberOfCommerce

......

Chamber of Commerce - November 2011

News from Denver’s GLBT

The 15th Annual Gay & Lesbian Business Awards Dinner

Due to strong early interest already and the superb demonstrated the highest standards of fiscal

efforts of our B.A.D. Committee, there are just a very management and leadership in the community.

few remaining seats and sponsorship levels left for ) o .

the 15th Annual DGLCC Business Awards Dinner, This event is just about sold out. Visit denverglc.org

for ticket information, or contact Cindy Saylor at 303-
731-1908 or by e-mail at csaylor@hpnglobal.com.

Nov.10, at DU’s School of Hospitality Management.

Along with our significant Award Winners, the response
from the Community to our positive momentum and new
services and features has been gratifying. It says we, the
Chamber, are doing the right things and attracting the right
energy. And apparently many more people want to be a
part of this effort. We look forward to seeing you there.

Awards will be presented to the following:

Entrepreneurial Man/Woman of the Year — Brian Belt,
At The Beach and Robin Schoh of Waxing the City.
Both were recognized for their successful businesses and
for serving as role models in the GLBT Community

Professional Man/Woman of the Year — Christiana
Sosa the Denver Foundation and Marilyn Manning, REV
Networking. They were honored for making outstanding
advances for the GLBT community through their
employment and their professional community activities

Individual Community Ally — Mitch Morrissey,
Denver District Attorney. Awarded for his remarkable
efforts for the benefit of the GLBT Community.

Corporate Community Ally - CH2M Hill.
Recognized as an entity that has demonstrated
great support to the GLBT Community.

Non-profit Organization — Project Angel
Heart. A non-profit organization that has
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Breakfast at Randol ph ’S at the Warwick was the setting for the October breakfast, which was a

presentation of both sides of the debate on Initiative 300, the Denver Paid Sick Leave Initiative, presented by
Kevin Abels and Roger Sherman.
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im Gahdette,

Tim Gaudette, Billy Rediess,
Bob Vock, Wade Frisbie, Stan Griffith

Erica Johnson

:

Marty Siemion,
Erica Johnson
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Marilyn Manning asking a
question, Bob Vock, background
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Suzy éhtz asking
Roger Sherman a question

Roger Sherman and Kevin Ables i A
answering questions Nate Hill, Suzy Schutz

Denver Gay and Lesbian Chamber of Commerce - November 2011 3 %



All across America,

bhusinesses are a
#1 priority for us

Businesses - you are more than the American dream - you drive the American economy. All across the country, we live and work side by side with
our business partners. We want you to succeed. We want you to flourish.

We offer custom solutions designed for your business, best in class service and a strong dedication to your business. All backed by the expertise
and stability of one of America’s strongest banks.

« #1 World’s Most Admired Super Regional Banks - Fortune, March 2011

« Ranked #5 - Management quality (across all industries) - Fortune, March 2011

« Three years with “Outstanding” rating for Community Reinvestment Act (CRA)

« Highest ranked large commercial bank in customer experience - Forrester’s, January 2010

« 25 Most Powerful Women in Banking annual award (5th consecutive) - U.S. Banker Magazine, September 2010

Contact us for information on how our strength and stability can help your business take flight.

Proud to support the Denver Gay i ®
and Lesbian Chamber of Gommerce AI l Of m servi ng you E b a n k
®

@ usbank.com

LENBER ©2011 U.S. Bancorp. All rights reserved. Member FDIC.
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Sign me up!

The B2C Networking group that was started early
2011 is becoming stronger and stronger as time
passes. I can recall when there was a hand full of
us meeting at Panera Bread, and the excitement of
developing new business relationships and grow-
ing ones bottom line was in the air - and still is!

There are still familiar faces among the group, but we're
seeing newer faces appear which only strengthens our
networking group. And what makes the DGLCC network-
ing breakfasts so vastly different from others is the unique
opportunity to have more than one professional represent
an industry type; thus, giving the group more options.

I can recall the days when I'd ask for volunteers from the
B2C group to showcase their business in an upcoming
spotlight, but now we've switched over to the sign-up

sheet due to the enthusiasm our group has to showcase
business! If you're a DGLCC member and have not
looked into one of the networking breakfasts offered

- you just might be missing out on something great!

Todd Hoyt

Thank you for showcasing your business!

Jill Biden Speaks Out Against Bullying

Second lady Jill Biden emphasized acceptance and sup-
port in a speech recently against school bullying before
an audience largely made up of parents of LGBT youth.

“There is a direct connection between accep-
tance and positive, healthy outcomes in every im-
portant area of life, including education, men-

tal health, and physical health,” Biden said.

Biden, an educator at Northern Virginia Com-
munity College and wife of Vice President Joseph
Biden, made the remarks during the opening cer-
emony for PFLAG’s 2011 national convention,
which took place at the Westin Alexandria.

Amid news stories of gay youths committing sui-
cide after they had been bullied because of their
sexual orientation, Biden stressed the importance
of instilling a sense of self-confidence in chil-
dren as they head through their teen years.

“For children who are struggling with understanding
their sexual orientation or gender identity, the teen years
can be particularly challenging,” Biden said. “And, of

course, kids are not always kind to each other during
these times, especially when one of them is different.”

As English teacher, Biden said she has students write
about themselves in journals and through these entries
knows the “pain and anxiety” felt by LGBT students who
are bullied. She said this harassment “makes it almost im-
possible for students to concentrate on their school work.

In addition to “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” repeal and pass-
ing hate crimes protection legislation, Biden touted the
work the Obama administration has done for LGBT
youth, such holding a White House summit on bul

Ann Ogg, a 63-year old Littleton, Colo, resident,
she said came to the convention to advocate for her
adult lesbian daughter and praised Biden’s speech.

“It was really good to get support for our LGBT loved
ones from high offices because we want our LGBT
people to have equal rights,” Ogg said. “We want them
to have the very same rights we have. We think it’s hor-
rible that they don’t. I want my gay daughter to have
the very same rights that all the rest of us enjoy.”
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Red Ball Ignites Awareness for World AIDS Day

Red Ball, Igniting Awareness for World AIDS Day, is

a hip, chic and ultra-contemporary alternative fashion
and outrageous hair show that blends amazing fash-
ions from local designers with creative hair designs and
exquisite make up artistry from local salons Red Ball
will take place Dec. 4, 6 p.m. VIP, 7 General Admis-
sion at the EXDO Event Center, 1399 35th St., Denver

A cocktail reception, fire dancers, aerial artists and
other amazing entertainers, a substantial and com-
pelling silent auction, and special guests make this
one of the largest and most anticipated runway ex-
periences in the metro area. Red Ball is the place
for event goers in Denver to see and be seen.

The goal of Red Ball is to raise awareness for World AIDS
Day and to raise funds for programs provided by Denver
Colorado AIDS Project (DCAP). DCAP is the largest
HIV/AIDS Service Organization in the Rocky Moun-
tain Region. The Denver regional CAP office of the new,
statewide Colorado AIDS Project serves approximately
2,600 individuals in the Denver Metro community with
services including comprehensive case management,
individual and group counseling, emergency financial
assistance, transportation assistance, housing and subsidy
programs, job training and readiness through an employ-
ment center, and provides more than 128,000 nutrition-
ally-balanced meals annually through its food bank.

Additionally, DCAP educates high-risk popula-
tions through HIV awareness and prevention pre-
sentations, provides more than 1,200 free HIV
tests annually and advocates for social and health-
care equality through state legislation.

Additional information & ticket purchases:
www.RedBallDenver.org, 303.962.5304

Participating designers this year include: Maggie Burns,
Mona Lucero, Francis Roces, Rachel Marie Hurst, Ko-
tomi Yoshida, Jose Duran, Jacquelyn Bartels, Bree Wiles,
Mondo Guerra, DeeDee and Justin Vicory, Tyne Hall,
Gabriel Conroy, Lisa Helm, and Gino Velardi, in addi-

tion to men’s and women’s underwear lines Maclovia
by jose Clark and Bitchin Boxers by Renluka Maharaj.

Participating salons include Serenity Salon & Spa, Emi-
nently Hair, Rebelle Salon, El Salon, Twig Salon, Cop-
perfalls Salon, Matthew Morris Salon, Ergun Tercan,
Tribe Salon, Scarlet Salon, Studio: a collective of styl-
ists, Antoine du Chez, Luxe De Vil and 3 Little Birds.

Sponsors are HeyDenver, Shalom Cares, At The

Beach, 303 Magazine, Out Front Colorado, Jump
Magazine, Fox31, Café Vivid, Hot 107.1FM, All
About Denver, DeVelo Magazine and Westword.

Contact: Jeff Trujillo, Development Officer — Spe-
cial Events, Denver Colorado AIDS Project jef-
ft@coloradoaidsproject.org, 303.962.5304

Denver CAP

COLORADO AIDS PROJECT

g Awareness
for World AIDS Day

The link to the Online Gallery for DGLCC photos is:

http://lawlor.digitaleventsonline.com >Events >DGLCC. All September
events will be coming down at the end of November.
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October Lunch Featured Social Climb

Jamie Gallegos of Social Climb (www.socialclimb.com) was featured at a high tech, interactive lunch at
the Denver Film Society's Hideaway Theater Oct. 13. On a full-sized movie theater screen, Jamie showed
how to better drive business through social media, website optimization and other cool techie things

The Denver Film Society's intimate Hideaway Theater is an optimal venue to have a presenta-

tion such as this. However, space is limited to the first 40 members. The Theater is at DFS's down-
town location at 2510 E Colfax Ave., across from East High School, in the entertainment complex fea-
turing the Tattered Cover Bookstore and Twist and Shout Records. (www.denverfilm.org)

Tiﬁ\1 Gaudette, Toy Smith Billy Rediess, René¢ DiBenedetti

Jamie Gallegos, Debra Rodriguez

JNE FREE

SWEEK OF TANNING

1 Free Week of Tanning - All Levels (Including Versa)*

<@ 1THE BEACH

Bring this coupon into any At The Beach location to redeem offer.
*Some restrictions apply.

P-FREE-WEEK-ATD
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Lunch continued...
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Mary Speegle, Blly Redies, René DiBenedetti, Stan Griffith

-
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Members and guests networking

Debra Rodriguez presenting
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e
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%{{'gg Kristy King (Special Events
Manager, Denver Film
Society) welcoming the DGLCC Jamie Gallegos

presenting

8 Tim Gaudette,
Jamie Gallegos,
Debra Rodriguez

Dave Donaldson, ﬂ
Pamela Howard
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W CH2MVIHILL.
R

Valuing Unique Perspectives

Like the Denver Gay and Lesbian Chamber of
Commerce (DGLCC), CH2M HILL recognizes
the importance of embracing all perspectives in
support of corporate and professional
development.

As Colorado’s largest private employer,
CH2M HILL is a proud sponsor of the DGLCC.

ch2mhill.com



we’re in your celebration

We are proud to sponsor the
Denver Gay and Lesbian Chamber of Commerce

800.877.chfa (2432) chfa.
" financing the places where
www.chfainfo.com people live and work
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While October was officially LGBT
History Month, this month we’re
thrilled to announce that we’ll be
dedicating November to raising
awareness about transgender people.

As we step into Transgender Aware-
ness Month, we will highlight influen-
tial members of the statewide trans-
gender community; share resources
for trans people and their friends,
family and allies; and focus on the
importance of inclusion of the trans-
gender community within the larger
gay, lesbian, and bisexual community.

Our goal is to inform, educate,
and empower readers to under-
stand, empathize with and be-
come allies for trans people.

As Brad and Jess said, even within
the larger LGBT community, there
exists a great deal of confusion and
ignorance around transgender people.
We want to change that. We want

to turn LGB people into allies for

the transgender community. And the
first step to doing that is explaining
what it means to be transgender.

Generally speaking, a transgender
person is someone whose preferred
gender identity differs from that
which they were assigned at birth.
Most commonly, trans people identify
as Male-to-Female (MTF) or Female-
to-Male (FTM), the former gender
referring to the person’s sex assigned
at birth, and the latter referring to the
gender with which the person feels
comfortable and honest identifying.

Transgender status alone does not
mandate that someone has had or
will have any type of sexual reas-
signment surgery, though most trans
people tend to present to the outside

world as a different gender than the
one they were assigned at birth.

Some transgender people explain
this disconnect as feeling “stuck
in the wrong body,” or as hav-
ing a woman'’s brain trapped in

a man’s body, for example.

This fundamental disconnect often
causes extreme emotional, psycho-
logical and physical distress. For
those who identify as cis-gendered
(folks whose birth-assigned sex
and gender presentation corre-
spond), imagine removing your
heart, mind and soul from your
body and placing them into a body
of someone of the opposite sex.

You would feel foreign in your
own skin, unable to demonstrate
who you truly are to the outside
world, which sees you as some-
thing completely different.

Think through how this experi-
ence and these feelings would
impact your life — building to-
ward this shared understanding
is where we begin the process of
becoming a transgender ally.

This explanation of what it means
to be transgender is just a start. In
the coming weeks, we’ll continue to
build on your understanding — and
our own understanding — of what
it means to be trans in Colorado.

We’ll introduce you to several
prominent, successful trans-identified
people, whose stories and journeys are
each unique and inspiring. We’ll take
a look at myriad issues transgender
people face — around access to health
care, employment protections, basic
civil rights and safety, and acceptance
within the larger LGBT community.
We’ll share resources and tools that
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partner organizations have developed
to support trans people and their fam-
ily, friends and allies. And lastly, we
will pay homage to the lives that have
been lost to transphobia, working to
reconcile that violence and hatred
with love, knowledge and acceptance.

It’s going to be an exciting Novem-
ber — we hope you’ll stick around.

Sunnivie Brydum is the Denver
LGBT Issues Examiner and a guest
blogger for One Colorado. An ex-
panded version of this article is
available on Examiner.com. Sunni
can also be found on Facebook and
Twitter, exploring and talking about
her passion: the politics of equality.

Dems fighting to
strike down DOMA

House Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi
and 132 other Democrats recently
joined in the fight to strike down the
Defense of Marriage Act in court

by filing a legal brief in support of
litigation against the anti-gay law.

The friend-of-the court brief was filed
in the consolidated case of Gill v.
U.S. Office of Personnel Management
and Commonwealth of Massachu-
setts v. U.S. Department of Health &
Human Services, which is pending
before the U.S. First Circuit Court

of Appeals. The brief was among 11
filed against DOMA in those cases.

House Democrats contend Section 3
of DOMA, which prohibits federal
recognition of same-sex marriage,

is unconstitutional because it harms
LGBT families and their children and
it undercuts a state’s right to regulate
marriage. The brief also contends
Congress acted in 1996 without due
consideration in passing the law.
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